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| bot BaD OP GONVERSA TION 
| YOCGLPANTSs Rear Admiral Leslie G. Stevens, JSFD 


| Pr. Louis I, Didesour, GUAr 
25X1A LJ ate 


AE GT! fir Force Interest in Guerrilla sarfare Lontrine, 
Techniques, Capabilities and Linitations 
DATs 10 April 1951 


lL. Uurlng the course of my pore general ecnvergation whbh Adudircl 
Stevens yesterday, Sr. Loula Ridenour, OBA, called upon dn eee 
Lo pregent & proposed papa which purported to set forth the ter: 
sefcrence for @ study grcup to be established by the US Air Force 


| nection with a study of guerrilla warfare doctrines, tactles, cape -Lliui: 
and iinitatlone, 


2» The paper whieh Ridenour exhibited to Stevens was appurcctly 
cutgrowth of a paper which Dr. John H. Gerdner of the Researcn ar’ Devele 
apacat goard had discuseed with Stevens previcualy. 


‘Se fidenocur suzgeated the purpose or intent and the interest of the 
4is Foree to be as follows: 


a Little is krown of doctrine and Sechuciee asgocizicd wlth 
guerrlils warfare. 


b. It has been employed to a considerable extent by our 
in numerous parts of the world and undoubtedly will te ear 


aghingt us at euch tine as we miuht becore mora bresdly eng 
hoatildties, 


t. Undoubtedly weapons and other hardware whieh can bo secc 
elated with guerrillas warfare activity can profit by directi: » 


oon 
“i 
Y Go LR 


tLlon of intelligent and dmuginative pecplea to the issues iavelved 


work a 


a. The Aly Force is desircovua of fittion guerrille warfare ohare 
acteristics and reyuirenents inte an appropriate tactical ajoten. 


UMENT 


Jar vith consent 


&, The aly Foree desires to be aware of the requirexents which 
may be placed upon it for air support in relation to guerridia wore 


fare activity. 
£o The 


af the suployment of seer iecces in peat Mt whith an ee af 
I —_._ of _convectionsl military orgudtzstions 
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iq Kidencur sugtested that the dir force proposes to eatakiten a 


intesd to pursue its investigations for approximately four month. 


5. dn reading sidencur's paper Stevens comnensed negatively unen 
Tuuiervus statements contained therein, Song af these stabementia aguerted 
that nothing was xnewn of the doctrinal choragterlsties <f euervista ware 
fare activity or of capabilities and of limitations. dAdelral cicvous 
took sbroug oxsepbion to a blatenent of Untent relating to political snd 
seciological duplicativns. Stevens said tart Ab La not possible to ifse 
cuss ine orgaciaation or employment of guerrillas apart fron the neliticalL 
duclisations and uotiveations of cuerriila proeupe. kidenour thore fore 
jednted cut that he thought it inappropriate sor the Als Pore sbucy crow 
$o aoncer: itesl? with political activations, particularily if it were to 
ke neeeseary for the group te be briefed on current interests in supecaurt 
oi ths Us Severnment in this field. tidencur esserted that Zi wes mot 
the latent of the Air Force to request briefing or indeed to make Livcie 
tigalions of gursent dnverests of the US Gevernment. Ue further asserted 
tnat it would be eatirely appropriate for a group to receive brieriess 
concerning past experience deriving from World bar TL in econectiot with 
the political aspecta eurreunding the orgaiuigation und esploywent of 
guerrizlas,. 


& Stevens asked idencur to lenve the piper with hin for als re= 
View am) soma olrcumsertpbtion of the terug af reference of the sludy 
group. Steves stated that after he had reviewed tha paper he would 
pass 2t on to GIA (OFC) for review, after which time tha dir forss could 
precesd. 


7. TL was concerned ta know whethar Sidenour considered that this 
stlurly group wouldd to a greater or lesser extent duplicate the act 5 
to ue uniertaken by the Departuent of Nefense pursuant toe Noo 7. 
hidencur stated that he thought there would be considerable duplication 
wut that he had never considered that thinking by Luaginative mince woe 
tad in itself and thet he considered thet guch a sbudy group 8s was 
gonteunlated by the Air Force nicht agke a distinet sontrioutica, pare 
ticularly in the devclopusnt of hardware and air guppert equimnent and 
CHCLI CR. 
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Ge. Ridenour did not state clearly what wes the intent of the Air 
rores following completion of the study. He did, however, stave that 
he. thought wideubbedly the Alr forces would undertake te modify certein 
tactical geans and equipwoot If such wore indicated as necessary by Une 
Bw : 

9. Ef believe that Admiral Stevens will bring the pauper, as umeacted 
by him, to OPO this date for cur roview, Ko ghould carefully coscider 
the terms of reference of the Air Foree study group aad showid provide 


for: appropriate 
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SEERET 


sions to be headed by Major Gencral obte kelson, Usd, botired. AS 
ebucy group would under present plane be i would 95X14 
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tor appropriate briefings of the zroup and for auch tle<tn with then 
a3 May 68 necessary to irsura that their investisaticns and conelue 
#icne shall not be inimical or duplicative of our activity, 


. Gietribution: 
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TOENTIFICATION OF DOCUMENT 25X1A 
Memo of conversation from[____C*dOPC. 
Subject: Air Force Interest in Guerrilla Warfare, Doctrine, Techniques, 
Capabilities and Limitations. 


ADSTRACT NOTATION REFERENCES, 


"4 ; At méeting with Admiral Stevens_on 10 April 1951, plans for Air 

-| 4 Foree study group to be located at to look into guerrilla 25X14 

| - warfare doctrine, tactics, capabil es an imitations brought up by 

Dr. Louis Ridenour, USAF. There was some discussion of whether this ; 

would duplicate the activity to be undertaken by the Department of 25X1 

Defense pursuant to NSC 90. 

Memo of conversation dated 16 April 1951 [from [ —— TJ Ei 

e 


OPC] indicates OPC's agreement to propos 
term of reference for study group. 25X1A 


DOCUMENT LOCATION 
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